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Presidentõs Message 

By: Mike Niehaus mrniehaus82@gmail.com 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday August 2, 2017 starting at 7:00 pm.  This meeting is our Annual Ice 
Cream Social/Flea Market.  Please feel free to invite your family and friends Wednesday night.  If you are a member in 
good standing (International and local dues paid), than you are encouraged to bring items for the Flea Market.  Arrive 
at the meeting early to grab yourself a good table to sell your prized magical treasures.  
 
The meeting will start at 7:00 pm.  We will not be having Magic 101.  You can begin selling your prized possessions 
once the ice cream is served.  The board will also be performing after during the evening festivities. 
 
See you at the meeting 
 
Mike Niehaus 
President Ring 1 

 

                 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dielmann+Recreation+Center/@38.666891,-90.4356183,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87df32b99c776ea7:0x4b91704abfa4a08a!8m2!3d38.666891!4d-90.4334296


 

 
 

  

Schedule of Events 2017-2018 

 

2017 
 

August 2nd Meeting 

Ice Cream Social & Flea 

Market  

 

Deadline for September Spirit:  

August 18th      

Email your submissions to: 

jennyjonesmk@gmail.com 

 

September 1st ï 3rd  

Midwest Magic Jubilee  

 

September 6th Meeting 

Close Up Contest 

 

Combined Presidentôs Banquet 

September 15th 

Doors open at 6:00 PM 

Orlandoôs Banquet Center 

Maryland Heights 

Adults $25 

Youth $12.50 12 & under  

Payments go to Sandy  

 

October 4 Meeting 

TBD 

 

Haunted Hay Loft 

 

November 1st Meeting 

TBD 

 

December 6th Meeting 

Holiday Party  

 

December 17th 

Veteranôs Show 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!  

August 
Michael Henry 4th 

Jordan & Max Peck 7th 

Tom Westerheide 8th 

Michael Hardin 9th 

James Reed 11th  

Don Burgan 12th 

Jeffrey Harpring 13th 

Steve Queen 14th 

Randy Kalin 14th 

Nick Franke 16th 

Harry Monti 17th 

Karl Grice 24th 

Darrell Peplow 26th 

Marty Kopp 28th 
 

 

 
Ring 1 and Assembly 8 

Presidentôs Banquet 

Friday, September 15th 

Doors open at 6:00 PM 

Orlandoôs Banquet Center 

Maryland Heights 

Adults $25 

Youth $12.50 12 & under 
 

mailto:jennyjonesmk@gmail.com


 
  

Ring Report 

 

The Ring does not meet in July but will resume its monthly meetings the first Wednesday in August (August 2nd).  Members are 
encouraged to bring their friends and family to this meeting.  Ted Drewes Frozen Custard is served to all who attend.  The members 
are busy finalizing the details for ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ȰφρÓÔȱ -ÉÄ×ÅÓÔ -ÁÇÉÃ *ÕÂÉÌÅÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ 3ÔȢ ,ÏÕÉÓ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρst, 2nd, and 
3rd.  It will be held at the same venue as last year--The Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel.  The attendees really were impressed 
with this facility; theref ore, it was booked again this year.  IBM Ring 1 and S.A.M.  Assembly 8 members jointly host the Jubilee.  
Currently the following performers have been booked (subject to change)ɂOscar Munoz, Asi Wind, Stephen Bargatze, Sal Piacente, 
and Tony Chapek.  The PÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ ÉÓ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρυÔÈ ÁÔ /ÒÌÁÎÄÏȭÓ %ÖÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄ 
Heights. The entertainment is in the process of being finalized soon.  The Ring also is planning its annual Veterans/First Responders 
Tribute Holiday Magic Show in December, which is held at the Kirkwood Community Center.  Veteran/ First Responders and their 
families are invited to attend at no cost. 

I requested that the members send me input for this report since the Ring did not meet in July; thereforÅȟ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ 
write.  Most of the members regularly perform magic; however, I received just a few replies, which are as follows: 

David Sudia shared that he will be visiting his brother in Harrisburg, PA for the whole month of July.  I am sure he will be practicing 
magic effects there.  He may be able to show the Ring effects he has been practicing at one of the upcoming meetings.  Michael Henry 
has been quite busy leading the St. Charles Ghost Tours.  In fact, he states on his website that his tours have been voted the #1 Ghost 
Tours in the Midwest!  Also, his tour was seen on the Ghost Hunters ɀ SyFy Channel.  Besides the tours, Michael always finds time to 
learn and practice new magic effects.  Make sure to check out his website to schedule a tour when you visit St. Charles, MO.  

Dan Todd shared how magic has changed his life.  Ȱ!Ó Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ) ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÄ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈȢ "ÏÔÈ ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÁÄ 
everything! I liked magic and I couldn't get enough of it. My mother dragged me to several libraries each week, to feed her hunger for 
reading. One day I found a treasure trove of magic books. I was in heaven. I read and read.  Later, I wanted the bigger tricks and 
illusions, but they cost too much for a young person still in 4th grade. My father let me use his tools to make my own magic props. 
After gaining carpentry skills, I helped my father fix up the house and remodel. Eventually I took jobs remodeling other peopÌÅÓȭ 
houses. I met a beautiful girl in high school. She bought me my first rabbit and assisted me on stage. We got married about a year 
after graduation. Along the way, I put myself though college doing handy-man work using my electrical, plumbing and carpentry 
skills.  Now, decades later, I have a family, a career and my hobby---magic.  I feel that I owe a lot of my success to magic, because 
magic got me into reading and carpentry. To discover something you love, at such a young age helps develop your mind and gives 
you a sense of purpose. I also gained a lot of confidence in myself. This is very important for children.  I don't drink, smoke, take 
drugs, gamble, or cheat. I found that special something that occupied my thoughts and time in a constructive way. I hope you find it 
too. Whether it is magic, music, singing, gardening, or whatever. Pursue your interests and enjoy lifeȢȱ  

Henry Schaper shared some interesting facts about his background.  He retired from the US Air Force in 1980 and from Union 
Electric (Ameren) in 1996.  He became interested in magic in 1966.  His son, Henry, Jr. had a stuttering problem.  However, 
whenever he talked to his Uncle Steve, he did not stutter. Therefore, Steve suggested that Henry and Henry Jr. learn and practice 
magic together.  Today, his son, Henry, Jr. does not stutter.  Henry did not have time for magic while he was working full-time and 
while he was in the Air Force Reserves.  In 1995, while in his basement, he rediscovered a suitcase that was full of magic equipment 
and the tricks still worked!  He then started magic again and joined Ring 1 ÉÎ ρωωω ÏÒ ςπππȢ  !ÍÁÚÉÎÇÌÙȟ ÈÅ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÎÇȭÓ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 
Stage Show!  While he was still working at Union Electric, he had a lot of Customer Contact.  He would promise a magic trick to quiet 
the children and it worked!  Then, Jerry Novack and he performed at 3ÈÒÉÎÅÒȭÓ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÉÖÅ 
Variety Shows sponsored by his parish, St. Francis of Assisi In Oakville, MO.   Lately he has taught Magic 101 to Ring 1 members and 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÌÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ -ÁÇÉÃÉÁÎÓȱ 2ÉÎÇ στρȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÅÒÆormed for the Gateway Hemophilia Association Summer Camp which was 
held June 9th at Camp Notaclotamongus in Imperial, MO.  One of his grandsons has also posted some of his magic on YouTube.  Make 
sure to check it out! 

Bob Blattel shared that he attended a Starmus Festival in Trondheim, Norway.  He met several astronauts including Charlie Duke 
who walked on the moon.  There were eleven Nobel Laureates in attendance who gave interesting talks on science topics.  David 
Zambuka entertained the group with a great mentalist routine.  David is a member of the IBM and the Magic Circle in London.  In 
July, Bob performed magic for autistic children who attended summer camp at Therapeutic Horsemanship in St. Charles.   

Darrell Peplow shared that he was introduced to magic about five years ago at the Quad City (Moline, IL) Magic Club (IBM Ring 11).  
Currently Darrell works for Abra-Kid-Abra teaching magic in after school programs and at summer camps through the YMCA and 
several schools.  He is looking forward to attending the IBM/SAM joint convention in Louisville. 

Thank you to the members of Ring 1 who did respond to my request for information to put in the Ring report.  Ring 1 always 
submits an article and without a July meeting, I would have nothing to write about.  So, thank you members! 

Ring 1 always welcomes visitors to its meetings and events. 

Sandy Weis 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Join us September 1st - 3rd, 2017 for the Midwest Magic Jubilee at the Airport 

Renaissance Hotel. This is going to be a great Jubilee. If you are Ring One member in 

good standing with Local & International dues paid Registration fees are $120.00 

for adults, youth ages 16 & under for $70.00. 

There are 3 ways to register; 1. Fill out the online registration form. 2. Download & 

print the registration form & mail it in. 3. Send us an email requesting an Email 

Registration Form. This is going to be a great Jubilee. Oscar Munoz, Asi Wind, Sal 

Piacente, Stephen Bargatze, Nathan Kranzo, MonDre, John Mendoza & Tony Chapek 

are scheduled to perform and lecture. Follow us on Facebook for additional 

announcements on performers.  

Visit http://mmjubilee to pre-register for 2017. 
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Test Your Knowledge:  

What former Ring One member authored the book "Imagication " 
 

Watch next monthõs Spirit for the answer 

 

Last Monthõs Question:  What former Ring One member authored the book "Buffaloed"  

Answer - Jim Buffaloe 

 

PUZZLEs  

A child is born in Boston, Massachusetts to parents who were both born in Boston, 

Massachusetts.  This child is not an American citizen.   How could th is be possible? 

 

Last Monthõs Puzzle:  

 

Pair the sectors to find four sweet treats. What are they? 

 

Answer : Cookie, eclair, muffin and waffle will be read when alternate sectors are paired.  

Magic Humor:  
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For Sale: 
5ft Unicycle that just needs a little oil, and 
maybe a new tube. 
 

Substitution trunk along with the hoop 
and curtain.  
 

Contact John Grimsley 217-381-7842 

A COMPLETE BICYCLE DECK OF BRAILLE CARDS. 

Anybody interested should contact Tom Westerheide. (618) 

233-4329 

 

This is a Showtime Magic Lefler Table. It is the 
large size rolling magic table.  It has the 
upgraded 4-inch casters and comes with 
cover.  Inside has a light. Asking $450.  Please 
contact Brian if interested.  314-662-1585 

bpclown007@yahoo.com 
 

 

1. GRANTS CHAIR SUSPENSION MAGIC ILLUSIONð

$125.00: 2 Wooden chairs, Flat board, Covering, In 

suitcase box with handle, Girl suspended on board 

supported at one end on one chair 

2. YOGANO STOOL SUSPENSION MAGIC ILLUSIONð

$150.00: Includes stool, platform and plastic poles Girl 

stands on stool, poles put next to both arms for support, 

stool removed, then one pole, then the second pole---

girl is suspended---poles and stool then replaced, girl 

steps off stool 

3. BOW SAW THROUGH SPECTATOR MAGIC 

ILLUSION $150.00: Includes bow saw, stocks and flat 

board Spectator lays on board, stocks put across 

midsection, pieces of wood put through openings 

in stocks, bow saw is then used to cut through wood 

and spectator, stocks are removed, spectator sits up 

and bow saw is then removed from around spectator 

4. STEINMEYER---THE LADY IN THE PUZZLE MAGIC 

ILLUSIONð$500.00; Six large puzzle pieces fit into a 

24 inch square frame.  The frame is not very deep. The 

puzzle pieces are placed into the frame, and 

rearranged several times to make different 

pictures.  Finally, when all pieces are removed, an 

assistant makes her appearance. Other variations 

include placing the assistant into the frame and then the 

six puzzle pieces are added. They are rearranged, at 

one point even with the front door of the frame 

open. There is apparently no place for the assistant to 

hide. Finally after the third rearrangement of the puzzle 

pieces, they are removed and the lady reappears 

5.  ABBOTTôS TEMPLE OF BENARES MAGIC 

ILLUSIONð$400.00; The temple is shown, the top is 

opened and assistant steps inside and top is closed, 

many swords are put through the temple, the front is 

opened and the temple is shown with the swords in it 

but the assistant has vanished, the temple is turned 

around completely to show no assistant, the front is 

then closed, the swords removed, the top is opened 

and girl reappears.  

6. MAGICIAN/ASSISTANT ESCAPES FROM BEING 

TIED TO A WOOD POSTð$125.00: Includes wooden 

post and platform Magician/Assistant stands on 

platform against post, ropes are wrapped around the 

magician/assistant and tied with multiple knots trapping 

the magician/assistant, a curtain is raised and lowered 

and instantly the magician/assistant is free with the 

ropes on the floorðno curtain supplied 

7. SIEGFRIED & ROY MAGIC STAGE DECORATIONð
$50.00 Decorative umbrella with stand Certificate of 
authenticity 

 

 Contact Ray J. Belz 2ð8 above 

 (314) 680-9757 

  

 

SOLD 

tel:217-381-7842
tel:%28618%29%20233-4329
tel:%28618%29%20233-4329
tel:314-662-1585
mailto:bpclown007@yahoo.com
tel:%28314%29%20680-9757


  


